Section VI: Comprehension Answer Key
1. a. Comprehension involves the extraction and construction of meaning by a reader through the process of working with written language. b. Scaffolding is a temporary supportive structure that is modified gradually so that students gain independence from teacher instruction.  Strategies for scaffolding include graphic organizers, prompts, cooperative learning, and read-aloud methods.  c. A schema is a network of knowledge structures in the reader’s mind, which are activated by good readers when they approach a text.  Simply put, a schema is what a student already knows. d. Metacognition is thinking about thinking.  It includes awareness of the process of learning and self-regulation that leads to improvement in learning.  e. The writing stances are writing into the text, writing through the text, and writing out of the text and parallel the before, during, and after process of reading. f. Reader response is the process of responding to text, which is unique to each reader’s interpretations, reactions, background, and emotional responses. 

2. Answers will vary.  Some students might stick close to the chart on page 613.  Others, however, might include setting a purpose for reading, implementing a process that fits the purpose, recognizing text structures, visualizing, questioning, applying a variety of strategies, discussing the text, and other strategies described in the Introduction. 

3. In order to answer this question fully, students need to know the definition of informational text, the strategies presented in the Introduction, the steps in the four-step model, and how to ask applied and strategic questions.  The answers themselves will vary but should show mastery of each of these elements.

