Section V: Vocabulary Answer Key
1. The four components are (1.) independent reading to expand word knowledge, (2) instruction in specific words to enhance comprehension, (3) instruction in independent word learning strategies, and (4) word consciousness and word-play activities.  Examples of instructional strategies will vary but may include rich oral reading experiences, read alouds, and independent reading for component 1; teaching definitions and teaching relationships among words for component 2; dictionary use, morphemic analysis, and context analysis for component 3; and researching origins and word games for component 4. 

2. A simple explanation will focus on how knowing the meaning of a root or one word in a word family means that students know or can easily learn the meanings of related words, thus expanding vocabulary rapidly.  A more expanded answer might also note the large number of words that students must learn every year—far more than can be taught directly. 

3. Answers will vary, depending on which findings students cite.  Accept all reasonable suggestions for classroom practice.  For example, if a student selects “Dependence on a single vocabulary instructional method will not result in optimal learning,” he or she might suggest that lesson plans for vocabulary instruction should include two or three ways of introducing the same word or group of words.

