Section IV: Reading Fluency Answer Key

1. Fluency is accurate reading of connected text at a conversational rate with appropriate prosody or expression.  Automaticity is the quick and accurate reading of words in or out of context.  Without automaticity there is no reading fluency.

2. The process of decoding an unfamiliar word slows a student down and interferes with fluency.  This variable is closely related to two other variables: speed and accuracy of decoding and vocabulary.  Therefore, students that can recognize words instantaneously and accurately and understand the vocabulary are more likely to comprehend the text. Comprehension is also a variable that further reinforces reading fluency.
3. a. They support speed and accuracy of decoding, a variable influencing fluency.  b. Comprehension fosters fluency because students read words in a meaningful context faster than they read words in isolation. Fluency helps a student access an author’s intended meaning, build sense of a text, and avoid confusion due to inappropriate or meaningless grouping of words.  A fluent reader can focus on the meaning of what he or she is reading.  c. A student might adjust reading rate depending on his/her purpose: for example, preparing for a test, reading quickly through an easy novel, or following directions.  d. If a word is in a student’s oral vocabulary, it can be more easily decoded and understood.

