Section III: Decoding and Word Study Answer Key

1. The four processors are the orthographic, phonological, context, and semantic processor.  The semantic processor is central in the model because the other three all contribute to the development of meaning in that processor.  The orthographic processor contributes visual information from print.  The phonological processor contributes information from speech sounds.  The semantic processor considers possible meanings and selects the correct one.  The context processor constructs an ongoing interpretation of the text.  All four processors work together.  For example, the connection between the orthographic and phonological processors is the basis for the essential skill of decoding.  The complexity of connections shown in the Adams Model indicates the complexity of skills that students must possess in order to comprehend text.

2. a.  Connecting letters and sounds allows the reader to access meaning, and thus comprehend text.  b.  The five phases are Pre-Alphabetic, Partial Alphabetic, Full Alphabetic, Consolidated Alphabetic, and Automatic.  As students move through these phases they progress from reading visual clues, to recognizing some sound/spelling connections, to recognizing the most common sound/spelling connections, to understanding chunks of letters within words, and finally to reading words proficiently.  c.  In each of the word recognition phases, all four processors are activated in varying ways.  Students may go into detail on how each processor is involved or may generalize about the complexity and interconnectedness of the process of progressing through the five phases of word recognition development.

3. Reading proficiently requires that students read words accurately and automatically.  Reading words is based on knowledge of letters, understanding of sound/spelling correspondences, and phonemic blending skills.  Once a student has mastered these skills, he/she can become a fluent reader, understanding text, building vocabulary, and increasing skill in decoding new words. 

