Section ll: Early Literacy Answer Key

1. Print awareness, letter knowledge, and phonological awareness form the foundation on which literacy learning rests. These three domains are interrelated and are developed simultaneously rather than in a linear fashion.

2. Alphabet knowledge describes the relationship between the names and the shapes of the letters.  These are largely arbitrary relationships.  The Alphabetic Principle, on the other hand, describes the understanding that letters and sounds work together to form words.  These connections are logical in that most letter names contain the sound of the letter.  Both letter knowledge and phonemic awareness are necessary for understanding the alphabetic principle. 

3. Print awareness includes the understanding that written symbols represent spoken words. Letter knowledge includes knowing the sounds of letters. Phonemic awareness includes the understanding that spoken words can be broken into individual sounds.  

4. Options include the following: (1) understanding that written symbols represent spoken words motivates students to learn more about the letters of the alphabet; (2) letter awareness and phonemic awareness work together to form the important alphabetic principle; (3) phonological awareness and letter knowledge influence each other as they develop; (4) learning the names of letters may alert students to a phoneme within a letter name, thus fostering phonemic awareness; and (5) learning letter sounds may improve students’ ability to detect phonemes within words.

