  Comprehensive Reading Model Answer Key

1. All students must meet or exceed grade level reading expectations. 

2. Tier II students are not making adequate progress and need additional support because they are not meeting Tier I expectations.  These students use intervention programs that support and supplement the Tier I reading program.  The programs may be targeted to specific skill weaknesses.  Tier II students need explicit, systematic instruction with lots of practice and review and at least 30 additional minutes per day of instruction.  This instruction is delivered in homogeneous small groups of students.  These students take diagnostic assessments and their progress is monitored bi-weekly.  Tier III students are seriously at risk, have demonstrated acute reading difficulties, and have not made progress in either Tier I or Tier II.  These students too need explicit, systematic instruction delivered in homogeneous small groups of students.  Tier III students use a customized, intensive, stand-alone program and have an acceleration plan.  They get at least two additional 30-minute sessions or one 90-minute session per day and are assessed more frequently (weekly or bi-weekly monitoring plus program-specific assessments). 

3. Possible answers:  To identify students who may be at risk for reading failure, to identify students who may benefit from Tier II or Tier III support, to screen students for initial placement, to monitor student progress so that students who start to fall behind (strategic students) can be given immediate support, to diagnose specific sources of difficulty in order to target interventions, to use as the basis for planning professional development.

4. The RtL model is applied within the three-tier model. Students start out in general education, with effective basic instruction. As needs are identified, interventions increase and they become Tier II and if necessary Tier III students. Student progress is monitored using the same assessments as used for all students in the frequency appropriate for the tier. A problem-solving team made up of general, intervention, special education, and other experts works closely to identify problems, make instructional decisions and evaluate the effectiveness of interventions. The team follows a problem-solving model and uses data to guide planning.

5. a. Choose a research-based reading program and fully implement the program, delivering professional development, creating a pacing plan, and adjusting schedules.  b. Design an assessment system that includes screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, outcome assessments, and a process for evaluating students.  Implement data study sessions to analyze data and use the results to plan instruction and intervention.  c. Create problem-solving teams and a process for meeting and decision-making.  d. Plan tiered interventions by implementing the programs that will be used and assigning students to tiers, based on data.  e. Provide professional development for teachers in their classrooms and for coaches and administrators, based on student data.  f. Plan how to monitor program implementation and use annual outcome data to adjust program use.

