Name__________________________________________Date__________

Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading

1. Which of the following statements describe research-based information about the reading of multisyllabic words?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. Beginning in fifth grade, students encounter more multisyllabic words than single syllable words.

b. The mastery of syllabication rules supports fluency

c. The brain’s phonological processor “sees” word patterns.

d. Skilled readers automatically break long words into parts.

e. Knowing the meaning of a word is directly associated with correct pronunciation.

f. Skilled readers continue to process letters before processing syllables.

g. Assessment in multisyllabic word reading should begin in mid-second grade.

2. Which of the following describe syllabication?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. Involves multisyllabic words

b. Involves “chunks” of words, each with one vowel

c. Involves patterns of vowels and consonants

d. Involves the sounds of words

3. What are the consequences for students who are in the intermediate grades and above and are not able to decode multisyllabic words?

4. Which of the following statements describes a conclusion that can be drawn from the research on teaching syllabication?  (Choose one.)

a. The old rules are no longer valid, so teachers need to be sure that they are applying the new rules developed from current research.

b. Flexible strategies are more effective than the rigid application of syllabication rules.

c. Knowing the many complex syllabication rules improves students’ decoding skills.

d. Practice in breaking words into decodable chunks is an important component of reading improvement.

5. Answer the following questions about the word furlong. 

a. How many syllables make up the word?

b. What common type of syllable is exemplified by the first syllable?

c. Is the second syllable a closed or open syllable?

d. What division principle is exemplified by this word?

e. Can this word be divided in different ways?

6. Describe, in your own words, the three approaches to teaching multisyllabic words.

7. After each definition, write the term being described.

a. Written syllable_______________

b. A single word that cannot be broken into small meaningful parts_______________

c. Meaningful part of a word_______________

d. Prefixes and suffixes_______________

e. Synonym for rime_______________

8. The following is a list of prerequisite skills that a student must exhibit before the teaching of multisyllabic words.  What skill is missing from this list?

a. Decodes single-syllable words

b. Pronounces common sound/spelling correspondences

c. Pronounces vowel combinations

d. Pronounces affixes in isolation

e. ____________________________________________

9. How would you assess the following benchmarks?  Give questions for observation in your own words.  Include specific examples of words that might be used for assessment, as appropriate.

a. Student can identify and read open syllables.

b. Student can read open and closed syllables.

c. Student can divide and read a two-syllable V/CV word.

d. Student can divide and read a two-syllable VC/V word.

e. Student can identify the number of syllables in spoken and written words.

f. Student can match the sounds of the syllables with spellings in the word.

g. Student can read words with the consonant –le syllable type.

h. Student can identify the prefix un- in isolation.

i. Student can decode words with the suffix –ing.

j. Student can read multisyllable words using the flexible strategy.

k. Student can decode words using morphemic units.

l. Student can identify a common root word in a word family.

10. If a sixth grade science teacher came to you for advice on how to help his struggling learners read the science book assigned to them, what might you suggest, based on the information in this chapter?  

