Chapter 8: Multisyllabic Word Reading Answer Key
1. a., b., d., e., g.
2. a., b., c., d 

3. Most new words that intermediate level students will encounter are multisyllabic, so their vocabularies become increasingly limited.  Also, multisyllabic words carry the meaning of content area texts.  Failure to read these texts fluently dramatically impacts students’ ability to learn their academic subjects, and they fall increasingly behind. 

4. b., d. 

5. a. two, b. r-controlled, c. closed,  d. VC/CV, e. no 

6. The first approach uses syllable types and division principles.  Students learn to identify the most common syllable types, first in single syllable words, then in multisyllable words.  They pay the greatest attention to closed and open syllables, which make up 75% of syllables in English words.  Students also learn and apply the most common syllable division rules, which help them to see chunks, or patterns of letters.  The second approach uses roots and affixes to decode multisyllabic words.  Students learn to recognize the most common prefixes and suffixes and to use their memory of these affixes to chunk words into their parts.  The third approach is flexible and is based on students breaking words into spelling and pronunciation units.  This approach is based on two assumptions: (1) a high percentage of multisyllabic words contain at least one affix, and (2) each syllable contains one vowel sound. 

7. a. graphosyllabic unit,  b. root word, c. morpheme, d. affixes, e. phonogram

8. Identifies open and closed syllables 

9. Students should base their questions on the models provided on pages 275, 291, 297, 303, 307, 313, and 318 of the Teaching Reading Sourcebook.  

10. Answers should include pointing to examples, interaction with students, and specific, clear questions. Answers will vary, but should include strategies for decoding multisyllable words using the three approaches to teaching multisyllabic words.  The answer should emphasize flexibility and, because of the nature of science vocabulary, should probably note the importance of teaching Greek and Latin roots.  The answer might also include the difference between poor readers who decode letters but do not chunk words and put those chunks into meaningful wholes and capable readers who automatically break words into syllables.

