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Chapter 7: Irregular Word Reading

1. Mark each true statement with T.  Mark each false statement with F.
a. ______A regular word is a word that students can read by applying phonics knowledge.

b. ______An irregular word is a word that does not follow consistent sound/spelling patterns.

c. ______High-frequency words are all regular words.

d. ______An irregular word can become a regular word.

e. ______New irregular words should be systematically and explicitly introduced.

2. Explain why the false statements in question #1 are false.

3. Which of the following are only partially true when describing the practice needed to master irregular words?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. Practice should be daily at first, then weekly.

b. Practice should be cumulative for difficult words.

c. Words should be practiced in context.

d. The amount of practice needed for any one word varies.

4. Explain why the statements you chose are only partially true.

5. Are any of the following NOT factors in planning the introduction and practice of irregular words?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. The number of irregularities in the words

b. The use of the irregular words in students’ oral vocabulary

c. The frequency ranking of the words

d. Similarities between words that might confuse students

e. Relationships among words that might support learning

6. Describe the organizing principle of a word wall that includes the following two sets of words: could/would/should and not/rot/cot.

7. Answer the following three questions about the sequence of instruction.

a. When should irregular words first be introduced?

b. When should an irregular word that students are going to encounter in connected text be introduced?

c. How many new irregular words should be introduced per lesson?

8. Read the description of a hypothetical student named “Jane.”  Then describe the appropriate assessment and intervention for this student.

Jane started first grade enthusiastically.  As the months progressed, though, she began to lag behind her classmates, and after three months, her teacher had become quite concerned about her lack of attention and inability to read anything except the most regular words with any confidence.

9. The following is a list of actions recommended in the model lesson for the sound-out strategy.  Put the actions into the correct sequence by writing a 1 in front of the first action, a 2 in front of the second action, and so on.

a.  ______The teacher reviews the five new words along with previously taught words. 

b.  ______The students say the word as it actually sounds.

c.  ______The teacher moves on to the words do, of, said, and to.

d.  ______The teacher sounds out the word using continuous blending.

e.  ______The students read decodable text that includes the new and previously taught decodable words.

f.  ______The teacher introduces the word was using a word card.

g.  ______The students sound out the word.

h.  ______The students spell the word was with magnetic letters.

10. Compare and contrast the lesson for the sound-out strategy and the lesson for the spell-out strategy.  Be sure that your answer includes the following aspects of the lessons:

Benchmark(s)

Use of word cards, word recognition grid, dry-erase board, magnetic letters 

Corrective feedback

Decodable text

