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Chapter 6: Phonics

1. Which of the following are attributes of systematic and explicit phonics instruction? (Choose all that apply.)

a. A logical sequence from simple to complex

b. Clear modeling

c. Utilization of prior knowledge

d. A “model, lead, check” instructional design

2. For each of the following statements, write T on the line if the statement is true and write F on the line if it is false.

a. ______In analogy phonics, teachers start with a phonogram, then they progress to decoding and blending.

b. ______In analytic phonics, teachers start with a familiar word, introduce a sound/spelling relationship within that word, and then progress to an unfamiliar word that has the same medial sound.

c. ______All four approaches to phonics instruction are explicit and systematic.

d. ______The value of dictation in phonics instruction has not been supported by research.

e. ______For effective practice, a text must be more than 75% - 80% decodable.

f. ______In explicit phonics instruction, students progress from building context through picture books, to understanding sound/spelling relationships, to blending sounds, and then working with decodable text.

g. ______Educators agree about the order in which sound/spelling correspondences should be introduced.

3. For every false statement in question #2, explain why it is false. 
4. For each of the following, give an example that illustrates the guideline.

a. High-utility sound/spellings should be introduced earlier than low-utility sound/spellings.____________________________________________

b. Single consonants and short vowels should be introduced before consonant digraphs and long vowels._____________________________

c. Silent consonants should be introduced after consonant digraphs.___________________________________________________

d. Letters that sound and look alike should not be introduced together.___________________________________________________

5. Identify each of these words by type (VC, CVC, etc.).  Then arrange them in order of difficulty with 1 being the easiest and 6 being the most difficult for students.
a. Sip  ______   ______

b.
Pest ______   ______

c.
All   ______   ______

d.
Stick______   ______

e.
Tag  ______   ______

f.
Bled______   ______
6. In front of each description, write the name of the blending strategy being described.

a. __________A teacher pronounces the sound of each letter individually, then blends the sounds together to pronounce the entire word.

b. __________A teacher pronounces the vowel, then adds the sounds of the surrounding consonants to pronounce the entire word.

c. __________A teacher sounds out the letters while building the pronunciation of the entire word.

d. __________A teacher calls attention to relationships among letters/sounds in a word while sounding out each letter.

7. For each of the following strategies, describe what the teacher is doing and why.

a. A teacher creates a worksheet with four boxes.  In the first, he/she draws a picture that integrates the shape of a letter that may be difficult for students to learn.  The item shown in the picture also illustrates the sound associated with the letter.

b. A teacher provides students with a simple reading passage in which most of the words are wholly decodable or previously taught irregular words.

c. A teacher draws a three-box grid on a dry-erase board.  The teacher sounds out a simple three-letter word as he/she points to each box in order.  The teacher erases his/her three-letter word, then gives students additional words, one at a time, to repeat the process.  

d. A teacher uses a series of picture cards showing items whose names are three-letter words.  He/she also uses letter cards that show the same vowel in first and middle position.  The teacher leads a lesson in which students say the name of the item then match the picture card and the letter card.

8 – 10.  Each of the following is a question that you might hear from someone who is unfamiliar with reading research.  Write an answer to each question that draws upon what you learned in this chapter.

8. Decodable text seems so boring for students.  Can’t teachers just use the ‘real stuff’ for practice?  

9. All students do not need phonics.  Look at all the boys and girls who start school already knowing how to read.

10. Why repeatedly test young children?  Won’t that just make them negative about reading? 

