Chapter 6: Phonics Answer Key

1. a, b, c, d

2. True: a, b; False: c, d, e, f, g

3. Statement c. is false because embedded phonics is not a systematic approach.  Statement d. is false because dictation is an effective way for students to practice reading words.  Statement e. is false because there is no research to support the percentages.  Statement f. is false because the sequence begins with developing phonemic awareness.  Statement g. is false because educators don’t agree about the exact order, although they do agree on general guidelines. 

4. Examples will vary. 

5. The answers are as follows: a.-CVC beginning with a continuous sound, b.-CVCC beginning with a stop sound and ending with a consonant blend, c.-VCC beginning with a continuous sound, d.-CCVCC, e.-CVC beginning with a stop sound, and f.-CCVC beginning with a consonant blend.  The order of difficulty is 1, 4, 2, 6, 3, 5. 

6. The answers are as follows: a.-sound-by-sound blending, b.-spelling-focused blending, c.-continuous blending, and d.-whole word blending 

7. In a. the teacher is using integrated picture mnemonics to help students learn letters/sounds by associating them with visual images.  In b. the teacher is having students practice a concept that has been introduced either in that lesson or previously.  In c. the teacher is using Elkonin boxes with letters to teach students to sound out and spell CVC words.  In d. the teacher is using picture sort to teach recognition of vowels in initial and medial positions.

8. Students should cite the necessity for practice based on what students have already learned in order to achieve the goals of systematic instruction.  Students might also cite the frustration of students who are faced with text that has a high number of unfamiliar words and sound/letter combinations.

9. Students should cite the overwhelming research findings in support of phonics.  They might also acknowledge that teachers need to vary the amount of phonics instruction according to the skills of their students, that teachers must practice effective grouping, and that phonics helps developing readers become more fluent and able to approach unfamiliar vocabulary later in their schooling.

10. Students should cite the importance of diagnosing specific problems early, before students fall so far behind that they will not be able to catch up, and the use of well designed diagnostic tests to plan appropriate grouping and remediation.  Some students may discuss the use of informal assessment, which students do not experience as testing.

