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Chapter 4: Letter Knowledge

1. Which of the following statements is true?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. The relationship between letter shapes and letter names is arbitrary and, therefore, must be learned through memorization.

b. Letter knowledge is a predictor of a student’s ability to learn to read.

c. Students more easily identify a letter’s sound when it is at the beginning of a letter name rather than at the end of the letter name.

d. The relationship between letter sounds and letter names is arbitrary and, therefore, must be learned through memorization.
2. From the following two sets of letters, choose the one that would present more difficulties for the student.  

a. P-R, p-q, P-p, B-P

b. S-t, P-Q, b-p, F-P

3. Explain your answer for question #2. 

4. According to the research cited in this chapter, which is the most important reason for teaching handwriting?  (Choose one.)

a. To develop motor skills for cursive writing

b. To help students learn letter shapes

c. To support the teaching of reading and spelling

d. To develop concentration skills

5. Of the following skills, identify the one that is NOT helped by knowing letter names.

a. Decoding

b. Fluency

c. Spelling

d. Handwriting

6. Explain why this statement is false:  Pacing the introduction of letters so that students learn the name, shape, and sound of one letter every day is both age appropriate and effective.  
7. Briefly describe each of the following activities.  Be sure to include the instructional purpose of each activity.

a. Alphabet song

b. Letter path (uppercase letters)

c. Alphabet concentration

d. An activity of your choice that teaches uppercase and lowercase letters

8. Put the following benchmarks in their order of complexity for teaching and learning, with 1 identifying the least complex and 6 identifying the most complex.

______Student can use letter sounds to detect letter names.
______Student can recognize uppercase letter names and shapes.
______Student can independently write both uppercase and lowercase letter forms.
______Student can match uppercase and lowercase letter forms.
______Student can produce a sound associated with a letter.
______Student can recognize lowercase letter names and shapes.
9. How is corrective feedback different from intensive intervention?  Give an example of corrective feedback, for a letter knowledge concept, identifying the student’s mistake and an action that the teacher might take in response.  Then describe how a teacher might assess that concept.

10. The teaching suggestions in this chapter involve visual, auditory, verbal, and kinesthetic responses on the part of students.  Give one example for each modality that illustrates the teaching of letter knowledge through that modality.

