Chapter 4: Letter Knowledge Answer Key

1. a., b., c.
2. a. 
3. The correct answer for #2 is a because all of the letter pairs present some difficulty for the student.  P and R share 50% or more of strokes.  A lowercase p and a lowercase q are the same form when flipped.  An uppercase P and a lowercase p are nearly identical in form.  The B and P are similar both in shape and phonologically. 

4. c.
5. d.
6. Students should explain that some letters are harder for students to learn—for example, those that are not phonologically similar to their letter names—and therefore merit more instructional time.  Some students may also suggest that children differ in their pacing needs and that teachers must adjust their pace to meet the needs of the slower learners. 

7. a. Students should name both the traditional tune and alternatives such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Old McDonald Had a Farm.  The purpose is learning the alphabet.  b.  Students should describe the creating of the letter cards, the laying of the cards on the floor, and the “walking” of the cards by the students or the saying of the letters by the teacher with students moving to the correct letter in response.  The purpose is learning uppercase letters. c.  Students should describe the creation of a set of mixed uppercase and lowercase letters, the process of matching uppercase and lowercase letters, and the way that the students win the game (the player with the most matching cards). The purpose is learning uppercase and lowercase forms of the same letter.  d. Answers will vary.  

8. The correct order is 5, 1, 4, 3, 6, 2 

9. In their answers, students should capture the essence of corrective feedback: an action taken by the teacher when a student or group of students demonstrates lack of understanding of a new concept.  Intensive intervention targets students who have fallen behind and need more time, more practice, more explicit modeling, and smaller groups. A teacher may need to reteach skills that most students have already mastered.  Examples of corrective feedback will vary but should include the error made by the student or students and what the teacher says and does.  The assessment described should include the question(s) a teacher would ask to assess student mastery of the relevant benchmark. 

10. Answers will vary.  Examples for visual might include presentations by the teacher and see-say activities and letter matching activities.  Examples for auditory might include teacher explanations, songs, and students listening to the responses of their classmates.  Examples for verbal would also include see-say activities and singing.  Examples for kinesthetic would include movement of students along a letter path and handwriting activities. 

