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Chapter 2: Structure of Spanish

1. Is the following statement true or false?   Spanish is easier than English because of the consistency between phonemes and the letters that represent them and the predictable syllabic nature of the language.
a. True

b. False

2. In a sentence or two, explain why the statement in question #1 is true or false.  Include examples in your answer.

3. Which of the following is the most effective sequence of phonics instruction for Spanish? (Choose one.)

a. Consonant blends, consonants and consonant digraphs, vowels, and vowel combinations.

b. Vowels, vowel combinations, consonant blends, and consonants and consonant digraphs

c. Vowels, consonants and consonant digraphs, consonant blends, and vowel combinations.

d. Vowels, vowel combinations, consonants and consonant diagraphs, and consonant blends

4. Explain your answer choice for question #3.

5. A native speaker of Spanish may have trouble pronouncing the English word vacate.  Which of the following might explain this difficulty?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. The word contains a long vowel sound.

b. The word ends in a silent e.

c. In Spanish, v is pronounced /b/.

d. The c is not pronounced /k/ in Spanish. 

6. A student whose native language is Spanish might have difficulty with all of the following except one.  Which English words would NOT pose a problem for Spanish-speaking students? 

a. Words with the phonemes b, d, m, and n, spelled as b, d, m, and n.

b. Words that begin with h.

c. Words that contain the letter ll.

d. Words that contain the digraphs sh and th.

7. Explain why each of the choices in question #6 does or does not pose a problem for Spanish speakers.

8. What is generally true of a Spanish word that contains a k or a w?  (Choose one.)

a. The word exhibits a high frequency syllable pattern.

b. The word contains a consonant blend or digraph.

c. The word is borrowed from another language.

d.  The word has a positive transfer to English.

9. Arena, mayor, and papa are words that are found in both Spanish and English.  What makes these words false cognates rather than cognates?

10. Why is it important for teachers to understand the differences between English and Spanish language structure.

