Chapter 2: Structure of Spanish Answer Key

1. True

2. Although answers may vary, a correct answer should include the relatively consistent letter/sound correspondences of Spanish vowels in contrast with the multiple phonemes (approximately eighteen) for the five English vowels.  The answers should also include some mention of the relatively small number of syllables that make the language easy to decode.  An incorrect answer would describe the consistency of phonemes and the letters that represent them in both vowels and consonants.

3. c.

4. Students who correctly chose c should explain that vowel phonemes are the most predictable and, therefore, the best starting point. The next logical step is the teaching of consonants, moving from simpler to more complex. Vowel combinations are the most difficult and therefore the last of the four. 

5. a., b., c.
6. a.

7. a. The phonemes have a positive transfer to English.  The sound/spelling patterns are the same. b. In Spanish h is a silent letter.  In English h is not a silent letter. c. In Spanish an ll is considered a separate consonant, pronounced /y/.  d. The digraphs sh and th do not exist in Spanish.  

8. c.

9. Cognates are words that share similar or the same spellings, pronunciations, and meanings.  Arena, mayor, and papa are spelled the same in both English and Spanish.  However, they have different meanings and this makes them false cognates.  In Spanish, arena means “sand,” mayor means “older,” and papa means “potato.” 

10. Teachers who understand the differences between the languages can recognize the sources of errors, correctly diagnose the reason for mistakes, and then work with the student to transfer his/her knowledge of Spanish to English. Without such an understanding, a teacher might be able to correct a misspelling or pronunciation but would not be able to remediate effectively. 

