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Chapter 15: Informational Reading

1. For each of the following statements, write T on the line if it is true or F on the line if it is false.

a.______Balancing comprehension instruction and content area teaching, results in improvements in both areas.
b.______Comprehension strategies needed for informational texts are somewhat different from the strategies that are effective with narrative texts.
c.______Reading informational texts in the classroom should begin at grade 3.

d.______Retellings and think-alouds are two ways to assess comprehension of informational texts.

e.______For success throughout school it is more important to teach reading of informational texts than reading of narrative texts.

f.______Reading on the Web requires different comprehension strategies than reading print text.

2. For each false statement in question #1, explain why it is false.

3. Choose one type of text structure.  Draw the outline of a graphic organizer that could be used to diagram that particular structure.  Label each part of the graphic organizer with the TYPES of information to be filled in.

4. On each line write a characteristic of considerate text that can be used to evaluate the difficulty level for students.

Structural Cues

a.____________________

b.____________________

c.____________________

d.____________________

Coherence

e.____________________

f.____________________

g.____________________

h.____________________

Audience Appropriateness

i.____________________

5. The text search model is one approach to reading informational text.  What does this model have in common with the K-W-L procedure, the QAR framework, and the QtA program?  (Choose one.)

a. Use of questions

b. Construction of mental images

c. Focus on discussion

d. Preview and prediction

6. Answer each of the following questions with a word or phrase. 

a. In which step of K-W-L does a student access his or her world knowledge?__________

b. In which part of the text search process does a student combine his or her world knowledge with new information?___________

c. When using the technique of elaborative interrogation, how does a student form connections with his or her world knowledge? __________

d. In which part of the QAR framework do students utilize world knowledge?__________

7. Compare and contrast the “getting the gist” and rule-based approaches to writing a summary.

8. The engaged reader is motivated, knowledge-driven, socially interactive, and strategic.  In your own words, explain what these characteristics mean.

9. Listed here are four characteristics of Web-based texts.  What would a student need to know how to do in order to deal with each characteristic?

a. Lack of linearity

b. Multiple links

c. Multimedia

d. Uneven credibility

10. One of a teacher’s biggest challenges in teaching informational reading is learning to ask effective questions.  Think about the sample questions and questioning techniques that are introduced in this chapter.  Suggest three or four general guidelines that a teacher should keep in mind when asking questions of students.

