 Chapter 15: Informational Reading Answer Key

1. a. T, b. F, c. F, d. T, e. T, f. F

2. a. The reading comprehension strategies are the same. c. Reading informational texts should begin at Kindergarten and first grade.  f. The strategies are the same, but the application of the strategies is different. 

3. Answers will vary, depending on the text structure chosen.  Allow variances and original creations if they are appropriate to the structure selected. 

4. Possible answers:  

Structural:  introductions, summaries, glossaries, titles, headings, sidebars, charts and tables, font and type styles lists, icons

Coherence:  clearly identified main ideas, no extraneous information, logical order of events and ideas, precise terms, smooth transitions

Audience Appropriateness:  appropriate level of world knowledge, appropriate conceptual density and number of new concepts introduced.  

5. a.  

6. a. K, b. integration, c. “why” questions, d. On My Own and Author and Me 

7. Both focus on identifying the main idea and the most important information in each passage or paragraph.  Getting the gist is more informal.  After identifying the main idea or ideas, students shrink the information into one statement of ten words or less.  In the rule-based approach, students work with the text, substituting more general terms for specific terms, deleting redundant information, deleting information that isn’t absolutely essential, selecting or creating a topic sentence, combining main idea statements for individual paragraphs, then writing a final summary.  The result is a multi-statement summary. 

8. The student sees the text as relevant, has some choice in how he or she approaches the text, wants to know what the text has to say, sets a purpose for reading, shares ideas with peers and the teacher to build meaning, applies comprehension strategies that are appropriate to the text and the purpose. 

9. Possible answers:  a. how to connect related information and how to organize information, b. how to set a purpose and review the content of links against that purpose, c. how to evaluate image-based content, d. how to identify a source, how to evaluate sources, how to identify which sources are most reliable (e.g. NASA, city and state agencies, respected charities), how to separate fact from opinion. 

10. Possible answers:  Questions need to be clear and age appropriate.  The teacher needs to ask follow-up questions that deepen understanding, questions that provoke higher levels of thinking, questions before, during, and after reading.  They also need to present effective modeling, encourage metacognition (e.g. “How do you know?” “Why do you think so?”), and use questions to support learning not just assessment.

