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Chapter 14: Narrative Reading

1. From the following sets of terms, identify the sets in which the terms mean the same thing.

a. story structure/story grammar

b. protagonist/main character/antagonist

c. problem/conflict

d. plot/event/narrative

e. outcome/resolution

f. theme/lesson/moral

g. literature/fiction

2. Which of the following statements are research-based reasons for teaching story structure?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. Creates a frame of reference that makes it easier for students to remember story information

b. Supports the ability to write and tell original stories 

c. Provides an assessment tool for diagnosing and remediating comprehension problems

d. Establishes a framework for applying comprehension strategies to all narratives

e. All of the above

3. Which of the following statements is the most accurate definition of a story map?

a. A visual representation of the main elements of a narrative text, logically organized to highlight important events and ideas and their interrelationships.

b. A set of basic questions, or prompts, that help students identify the main elements of a narrative text for the purpose of applying comprehension strategies.

c. A visual representation of the theme of a narrative, which outlines the sequence of events leading to the outcome.

d. A set of question frames that take students from the knowledge level of Bloom’s Taxonomy through the evaluation level.

4. For each question below, name the story element that is the focus of that question.  Choose from the following elements:  setting, characters, conflict, sequence of events, outcome, and theme.

a. Is the resolution expected or unexpected?________________________________

b. What are the protagonist’s personality traits?______________________________

c. Is there a struggle for survival?_________________________________________

d. What is the author trying to tell the reader?_______________________________

e. What happens in the process of trying to solve the problem?_________________

5. Each set of words describes the thought process associated with one level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  For each set, identify the level of the Taxonomy and write a question at that level.  Use a familiar fairy tale or story as the basis for your questions.

a. apply/demonstrate/illustrate _________________________________________________________________

b. evaluate/rate/defend 

_________________________________________________________________

c. list/recognize/recall

_________________________________________________________________

d. analyze/compare/distinguish

_________________________________________________________________

e. construct/organize/propose

_________________________________________________________________

f. describe/explain/restate

_________________________________________________________________

6. Answer the following questions about think-alouds.

a. What is a teacher think-aloud?_________________________________________

b. What happens during a student think-aloud?______________________________

c. What is the role of questions in a think-aloud?_____________________________

d. How can think-alouds be used for assessment?____________________________

7. Explain what is missing from this statement:  Students benefit from guided retelling by the teacher and also from retelling sessions with a peer.  

8. Which of the following statements accurately describe Transactional Strategies Instruction (TSI)?  (Choose all that apply.)

a. Understanding the text and applying comprehension strategies are equally important in TSI.

b. TSI is based on a theory in the field of literature that includes the concept of “transactions” among the members of a group.

c. Metacognition is an important focus in TSI. 

d. The research base for TSI is somewhat limited because it draws on a variety of academic fields.

e. TSI teaches students when and where to use particular strategies to build and monitor comprehension.

f. Explicit instruction is not necessary when teaching lessons based on TSI.

9. Answer one of these two questions.

a. If a student is monitoring comprehension and comes across something that does not make sense, what are his or her options?

b. If a student makes a prediction before reading, what might the student do during reading and then after reading?

10. The following terms are drawn from the model lessons.  Explain each term, including both description and purpose.

a. Dialogic Reading

b. CROWD

c. PEER Sequence

d. Tripod Response Sheet

e. Think-Pair-Share

