Chapter 13: Word Consciousness Answer Key

1. In the first sentence, students should describe multiple types of word resources, such as dictionaries, thesauruses, word walls, crossword puzzles, word games, literature, poetry collections, and word play books.  In the second sentence, students should describe a teacher who deliberately uses sophisticated, interesting, precise language, who points out such language to his or her students, and who plans activities that expand students’ word consciousness. (Specific examples will vary.) 

2. a. Scalar antonyms, b. Homographs, c. Idiom, d. Anagrams, e. Metaphor.  Scalar antonyms are two words, opposite or nearly opposite in meaning, that allow for gradations of meaning between them.  Homographs are two or more words that are spelled the same but have different meanings and different origins.  An idiom is a phrase or expression in which the entire meaning is different from the usual meanings of the individual words within it. An anagram is a pair of words that are formed from the same letters.  A metaphor is an implied comparison. 

3. Possible answers include improvement in writing and oral communication, lifetime expansion of word knowledge, support for independent learning, and engagement in active, social learning. 

4. a., c. 

5. a. Latin, b. Anglo-Saxon, c. Greek 

6. Possible answers: to create multiple exposures that lead to retention, to discover how words are used in the outside world so that the students are more likely to use the words in their own speaking and writing, to “own” the words, to break down barriers between what students learn in school and the outside world. 

7. 7, 12, 9, 4, 8, 3, 1, 2, 5, 10, 11, 6 

8. c., d., e. 

9. Possible answers:  knowing how to work with nouns and adjectives, knowing how to form words with the suffix –ing, and using synonyms (or antonyms if writing an antonym diamante) appropriately. 

10. The wording of answers will vary.  However, they should include a description of the Notebook as a place where students keep track of new words introduced in class and then record instances in which they observe the words being used in and outside of school.  The teacher should be clear that students need to have multiple encounters with a word in order to incorporate the word into their vocabularies and that students start the activity in class by recording a new word.  Outside of class, students look for the word in books, signs, bulletin boards, and so forth, and record each instance using the template provided and then are given points for recording the required information about each word.  (See pages 602 and 603 of the Sourcebook.)

