 Name__________________________________________Date__________

Chapter 12: Word-Learning Strategies

1. Answer the questions about teaching the word stem by using a dictionary.

stem /stem/ n  1:  the main upward growing part of a plant that bears leaves  2:  a narrow supporting part between the foot and the bowl of a glass  3:  the main or thick stroke of a written letter

stem  v  1:  to stop the flow of water  2:  to stop or slow down in skiing 

a. How would a teacher use context in this lesson?___________________________

b. How much of this entry should students read?_____________________________

c. How could a teacher deepen students’ understanding of the word?_____________________________________________________________

2. In the following set of words, find an example of each: root word, word family, affix, compound word.  Then explain how each might be useful to a student in learning new words. 

Diction

Dictation

Plot

Incoherent

Hedgehog 
Detour 

a. Root word    ____________________

b. Word family____________________

c. Affix            ____________________

d. Compound word_________________

3.  For each of the following statements, write T on the line if it is true or F on the line if it is false.  

a.______A majority of new words that readers encounter have a transparent morphological structure.

b.______Morphemic analysis plus dictionary use is the most effective instructional combination.

c.______Dictionary use, morphemic analysis, and contextual analysis can be used in combination for effective teaching.

d.______Context plays a role in both dictionary use and learning word meanings through morphemic analysis.

e.______Second-language learners automatically recognize and make use of cognates.

f.______Middle-grade students should spend about twenty minutes per week on initial word learning strategy instruction.

g.______Opinion in the research community is divided as to whether teaching Greek and Latin roots is profitable.

4. Rewrite each of the false statements in question #3 to make it true.

5. Write the five steps in the Vocabulary Strategy.

a._________________________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________________

c._________________________________________________________________

d._________________________________________________________________

e._________________________________________________________________

6. Identify the grade levels at which each skill should be initially taught.  

a. ______Context clues in read-alouds

b. ______Context clues in independently read text

c. ______Types of context clues and their uses

d. ______Compound words

e. ______Word families 

f. ______Prefixes and suffixes with Anglo-Saxon roots

g. ______Greek and Latin roots

h. ______Greek and Latin roots with affixes 

7. Match the strategy with its correct description.

a. Word-Part Clue Evaluation 

b. Vocabulary Strategy

c. Dictionary Use Strategy

d. PAVE Map

e. Concept of Definition Map

f. Word-Part Web

______A strategy in which students start with a target word in context, find the entry for that word in a dictionary, read the complete entry, and then choose the meaning that best fits in the context.

______A strategy in which students start with a target word in context, predict the meaning of the word, create a sentence using the word according to its predicted meaning, find the dictionary definition, write a sentence using the verified definition, and then draw a picture to illustrate the meaning.

______A strategy in which students look for context clues to the meaning of a target word, identify word-part clues, guess the word’s meaning, create a sentence using the word according to its guessed meaning, and then find the word in the dictionary to confirm meaning.

______A visual representation of a word that shows the category to which the word belongs, the important features of the word, and specific examples; the visual representation is used as the basis for writing a comprehensive definition of the word

______A visual representation of a root word along with words based on the root and related to each other in a word family

_____A chart that analyzes the parts of a word in order to determine whether the word has a prefix or suffix plus a root word that together create meaning

8.  Use the words root, wagon, and swallow in three sentences each of which contains a different type of context clue and signal word.  Underline the clue and circle the signal word.  

9. In your own words, explain the following statement:  All three word-learning strategies—dictionary use, morphemic analysis, and context clues—have limitations.

10. Choose one of the words in question #2 and an appropriate strategy in question #7.  Write a context sentence for the word.  Then write a brief lesson that uses the strategy to teach the meaning of the word in that context.  Include questions for the teacher to ask and directions that he/she might give to the class. 

