Chapter 12: Word-Learning Strategies Answer Key
1. a. Context would determine which definition applies.  The teacher would start with the use of stem in a sentence and then guide students in choosing the definition that fits the context.  b. The students should read the entire entry, even if they recognize the correct definition right away.  c. The teacher could follow up with additional sentences using the word stem in different contexts. (Other examples are possible and acceptable.) 

2. a. dict, cohere  b. diction, dictation c. -tion, in-, -ent, de-  d. hedgehog  Root words are useful in extending vocabulary because a high percentage of English words are based on a common core of Greek and Latin roots.  Similarly, word families expand understanding from one word to multiple related words.  Affixes play a role in morphemic analysis and acquisition of new words via transfer of a common meaning across many words.  For compounds too students can break down multisyllabic words into smaller, understandable chunks. 

3. a. T, b. F, c. T, d. T, e. F, f. F, g. T 

4. b. Morphemic analysis plus contextual analysis is a research-based, effective combination.  e. Second-language learners do not automatically recognize and make use of cognates. f. Middle-grade students should spend about two to four hours a week for three weeks out of the year, averaging twenty minutes per week, on initial word learning strategy instruction. 

5. a. Look for context clues. b. Look for word-part clues.  c. Guess the word’s meaning.  d. Try out this meaning in the original sentence.  e. Use the dictionary to confirm meaning. 

6. a. K, 1 b. 2, 3 c. 4 and above, d. 2, e. 2, f. 2, g. 3 – 4 and above, h. 3 – 4 and above 

7. c., d., b., e., f., a. 

8. Answers will vary. 

9. Answers will vary.  However, they should include the fact that dictionary definitions are sometimes confusing, that morphemic analysis does not always work (e.g. prefixes can have multiple meanings, the removal of what appears to be a prefix or suffix may leave no meaningful root word or a word whose meaning is unrelated to the whole word), and that context clues may be misdirective, nondirective, or completely absent.

10. Answers will vary.  However, students’ lessons should approximate the model lessons in the text in the way they lead the class step by step through the strategy.

