

Chapter 11: Specific Word Instruction Answer Key

1. Tier 1 words are basic words likely to be familiar to most students.  Tier 2 words occur frequently in language, are central to comprehension, and are understood by most mature language users.  Tier 3 words are low-frequency specialized words that are often limited to specific fields, domains of knowledge or content areas.  Tier 2 words are candidates for direct instruction. 

2. a. T, b. T, c. F, d. T, e. F, f. F 

3. c. A dictionary definition is often too difficult or confusing for students.  A more effective starting point is a student-friendly explanation by the teacher. e. The Dale-Chall List gives words known by a high percentage of students at each grade level.  It is up to the teacher to select words from literature pieces and classify them.  f. The teacher must also consider the concreteness of a word, whether the word has multiple meanings, and the utility of the word. 

4. Answers will vary but should demonstrate understanding of what constitutes a student-friendly explanation, of the nature of context, and of concrete methods for eliciting engagement. 

5. ELLs, students who come to school with impoverished oral vocabularies, and students who need intensive intervention all would benefit from this instruction. 

6. a., c., d.  

7. 6, 5, 9, 2, 8. 1, 7, 4, 3

8. a. yes, b. yes, c. yes 

9. Answers will vary but will likely include the capability of students in the class, whether the students are EO or ELLs, the tier system, the desired number of new words to be introduced, the need to actively engage students, and the need for direct, in-depth instruction. 

10. Possible answers:  a. discussion prompts, examples or nonexamples, juxtapositions, choices, missing words, true/false, word associations, read-alouds;  b. comprehension checks, focus on title words/meanings, read-aloud strategies; c. concrete demonstrations, modeling, guided practice; d. picture sorts, charts, lists; e. semantic maps, semantic feature grids; f. keywords, pictures.
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