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Chapter 10: Fluency Instruction

1. For each of the following statements, write a T on the line if it is true or F on the line if it is false.

a. ______Reading rate is influenced by accuracy.

b. ______Improvement in rate improves prosody.

c. ______Poor readers do not benefit from independent silent reading.

d. ______Independent silent reading is sufficient for some students to develop fluency.

e. ______Teachers and other adults should not be involved in a student’s independent reading.

f. ______Practice is the common goal of all three categories of instructional methods used for developing fluency.

2. Complete the following sentences.

a. In independent silent reading, students read_______________________.

b. In assisted reading, a lesson begins with___________________________.

c. In repeated oral reading, students read the same text until_____________.

3. Each of the following statements is only partially correct.  Rewrite each to make it completely correct.

a. In teacher-assisted reading, students listen to an expressive fluent reader.
___________________________________________________________

b. In peer-assisted reading, partners read aloud to each other.______________________________________________________

c. In audio-assisted reading, students listen to recorded text._______________________________________________________

4. Explain what might be wrong in the following scenario if the teacher’s goal is to increase fluency:  A teacher decides that her entire class would benefit from listening to recorded poetry.  She selects a few classic poems and plays them for the class as she takes attendance. 

5. Which of the following statements do NOT reflect current research? (Choose all that apply.)

a. ______Ten rereadings of the same text provide the maximum benefit when using repeated oral reading.

b. ______All readers need direct instruction in reading fluency.

c. ______After grade 6 most students will not increase their reading rate and accuracy.

d. ______Fluency and comprehension have a reciprocal relationship.

e. ______A passage selected for fluency instruction should be 50 – 200 words in length.

f. ______Passages that relate thematically are effective for fluency instruction.

g. ______When used for intervention, the texts selected for timed repeated oral reading should be the same as those used for on-level practice.

h. ______FORI is effective for early elementary students.

6. The research-based methods for repeated oral reading are listed below.  For each instructional purpose also listed below, give the method or methods most appropriate for achieving that purpose.

a. Timed Repeated Oral Reading

b. Self-Timed Repeated Oral Reading

c. Partner Reading

d. Phrase-Cued Reading

e. Readers Theatre

f. Radio Reading

g. Choral Reading

h. Duet Reading

i. Echo Reading

j. Reading with Recording

__________To increase rate without teacher assistance

__________To develop prosody with groups of three or more students

__________To develop accuracy through modeling by a teacher or more capable student 

7. Explain, in your own words, the steps in determining whether a text is at a student’s independent, instructional, or frustration level of difficulty.

8. A teacher is working with a group of five students who read the same passage and score as follows: 

Student A:  98%

Student B:  88%

Student C:  93%

Student D:  90%

Student E:  89%

a. Which student(s) would benefit from Timed Repeated Oral Reading? ______

b. Which student(s) could be put into a Readers Theater group? ______

c. Which students, if any, need to work with a new passage? ______

9. Explain in your own words, how fluency instruction changes as students progress from Kindergarten through grade 6. 

10. The model lessons in this chapter include examples of partner work.  Make a list of things to keep in mind when implementing this fluency strategy in the classroom. 

