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The Big Picture

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Briefly describe the NCLB legislation including its purpose and its impact on education.

2. From the following list, choose the statement that is not based on reliable scientific research.  Then explain what research has shown to be true about that topic.

a. Evidence-based reading instruction in phonemic awareness and phonics can activate the parts of the brain that are directly connected with learning to read.

b. The National Reading Panel has identified five essential components of reading instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

c. Reliable and valid assessments all have the same purpose: to predict how well students will master skills and standards.

d. “Matthew Effects” and the “Fourth-Grade Slump” are the results of students not learning to read early in their educations.

3. Name several stumbling blocks to students becoming proficient readers.  Which can be influenced by the classroom teacher and how?

4. How does the following truism apply to the reading proficiency of students:  The rich get rich and the poor get poorer?

5. Define the four levels of learners.  Then explain how adolescent struggling readers and English-Language Learners (ELLs) fit into this schema and what types of reading instruction are recommended for these groups.

