The Big Picture: Answer Key

1. The majority of students will give a credible answer based on the information in the text.  NCLB was passed in 2002 in response to test scores that revealed a lack of basic reading skills among a significant portion of students, the large number of functionally illiterate young adults ill-equipped to function in today’s technological society, and the increasing body of evidence that shows how reading can be taught effectively.  The goal of the legislation was to ensure all students would learn to read by the end of third grade.  While measurable gains have been made, the results have not been dramatic. The poor results have been attributed to the lingering use of instructional strategies that are not based on scientifically verified data. Some students may cite other results such as the increasing focus on test scores, the standardization of teaching strategies especially in larger districts, and the perceived neglect experienced by capable students.  Others might mention the inability of districts to comply with all the requirements of NCLB that include school transfers.

2.  Statement c.is not correct.  There are four types of assessments—screening, progress monitoring, diagnostic, and outcome. Each type of assessment has its own distinct purpose.  The purposes include: identifying at risk students, determining the starting point for instruction in order to adjust instruction, measuring progress within a reading program, pinpointing areas of weakness, measuring specific reading skills to measure the overall effectiveness of a reading program.  To summarize, a comprehensive plan (1) identifies at risk students, (2) monitors students’ progress, (3) collects data to inform instruction, and (4) assesses achievement.  Predicting how well students have mastered grade-level standards is only one type of evaluation. 

3. Students might name brain abnormalities that affect the back areas of the left side of the brain as directly connected with learning to read; difficulty learning to read at the word level as a result of teachers not using research-based pedagogical methods, inappropriate or absent interventions, physical impairments, insufficient vocabulary, general knowledge, and reasoning skills; environmental factors, and lack of motivation or an appreciation for the rewards of reading.  Students will most likely identify the application of research-based pedagogy as the greatest influence that classroom teachers can have.  Students might also suggest that a classroom teacher might: identify behaviors associated with physical abnormalities and make appropriate referrals, enrich the classroom environment to compensate for the lack of such enrichment in students’ homes, attempt to provide motivation within the classroom, or link students with school and community resources. 

4. Students who start out with reading deficits at first grade almost never catch up.  They become increasingly unmotivated, read significantly less, and experience even greater difficulty when the emphasis switches to “reading to learn” and academic language.  The gap only grows wider as students progress through school. 

5. The four levels of learners are: advanced, benchmark, strategic, and intensive.  Adolescent struggling readers fall into the strategic and intensive groups and can be described as alliterate (can read but choose not to), functionally illiterate (insufficient skills for everyday living), or illiterate (unable to read).  Functionally illiterate and illiterate students need direct instruction in the basic reading skills not yet acquired.  English Language Learners also need the five essential components of effective reading instruction (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension).  However, they need more work in the areas of language development, vocabulary, and text comprehension than native English speakers.  Productive strategies with English Language Learners include: work with challenging narrative and informational texts, increased exposure to print, structured academic discourse, and structured, purposeful independent reading. 

